Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

4-2-2009

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 42
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 42" (2009). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6752.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6752

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Herald

C Y
M K

college heights

U.S. House
votes to
postpone
loan auction

Thursday, April 2, 2009
Volume 84, Number 42
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

Part one of a five part series on how Kentucky is coping with the recession

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
A canceled PLUS Loan auction
could mean more stability for
student financial aid.
The
U.S.
House
of
Representatives voted this week
to hold off on auctioning Parent
PLUS Loans until next year,
said Phil Day, president of the
National Association of Student
Financial Aid Administrators.
Delaying the auctions could
provide more financial aid
stability, he said.
Parents can take out PLUS
Loans for their dependent children,
said Cindy Burnette, director of
student financial assistance.
Parents can borrow up to the
student’s cost of attendance,
minus any other financial aid
received, according to Western’s
PLUS Loan form.
PLUS Loans are a loan option
with typically lower interest
rates than private or home equity
loans, Day said.
About 1,000 parents of
Western students have PLUS
Loans this year, and that number
is expected to rise Burnette said.
About 1,100 parents had them in
the 2007-08 school year.
“We have seen a dramatic
increase in loans,” she said.
The auctions, which were
scheduled for this year, won’t be
until July of next year, Day said.
Congress had previously decided
to auction the loans at the lowest
interest rates, Day said. But financial
institutions have been unstable for
the past 18 months, and banks are
having lending problems.
“This is really not a good time
to be conducting an auction,”
Day said.
He gave this scenario: If a
student had a PLUS Loan as part
of their financial aid package and
the loan lender couldn’t keep the
commitment, the whole financial
aid package would have to be
reworked. This could delay aid.
The longer students wait for
financial aid to roll in, the more
chaos it creates, Day said.
The College Cost Reduction
and Access Act set up the auction
program in 2007.
Congress wanted to ensure
that parents get the lowest interest
rates, Day said.
The act called for each state to
have individual auctions this year
and the two lowest bidders to be
awarded the loans for two years.
In some states, lenders might
not have been willing to make the
two-year commitment because
of the poor market, according to
NASFAA’s Web site.
The association sent a letter
to U.S. Department of Education
last year supporting a delay.
With the possibility of only a
few lenders winning all the auctions,
students would have fewer options,
Day said in the letter.
Troubled credit markets could
force lenders to break their twoyear commitment and leave parents
and students frantically trying to
find another lender, he said in
the letter. Holding off the auction
would let credit markets settle.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/Herald

Freshman Jessica Gad rests after mopping the front of Steak 'n Shake during her 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. shift Wednesday night. Gad used to work at Steak n’ Shake in her
hometown of Hendersonville Tenn., but after her dad lost his job at Keystone Automotive in January, she returned to work in Bowling Green to help ease some of the
strain her parents are facing.

Putting in the extra hours
MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

Jessica Gad traded her sorority letters and pearls
for a waitress apron and a bow-tie last week. Her free
time transformed into a time card and she took on a
title her dad lost in January—employee.
“Both my parents were really secure in their jobs,”
the freshman from Hendersonville, Tenn., said. “At
least, we thought they were.”
After 20 years of working for Keystone Automotive,
Gad’s father found himself unemployed, leaving
Gad’s return to Western after winter break uncertain,
she said.
The struggles of students such as Gad to fund their
education in the face of economic recession could
impact enrollment in positive or negative ways, Assistant
Economics Professor Alexander Lebedinsky said.
Gad’s parents warned her that she might have to
attend a community college for a few years while her
family recovered, she said. But after finding scholarships,
quitting her sorority and vowing to make her education
worth every cent, she returned to Western.
See EXTRA,

page
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Experience multimedia
on this story online at
chherald.com

And, continue to follow
the Herald’s coverage
of economic issues
throughout April.
Gad brings an order to her table during her shift at Steak 'n Shake. She
recently started working again and had to quit her sorority after her dad lost
his job.

Western, Sun Belt Conference cope with tough economic times
DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
While the public’s attention is on Washington
D.C. and the economic crisis facing the nation, the
events on Capitol Hill have a deep connection into
the Sun Belt Conference, where the conference and
their affiliated schools are facing the same troubles as
corporate America.
The 13 athletic programs in the Sun Belt have had
to deal with scaling back on expenses, budget cuts and
the possibility of cutting staffs, which has created a
sense of urgency within the realm of all involved.
“This is a national issue,” Sun Belt associate
commissioner John McElwain said. “This is affecting

GET INSIDE THE HERALD

all companies throughout the country—that goes
as far from the auto industry to college athletics, of
course, and higher education as a whole. So we here
at the Sun Belt, what we’ve tried to do is establish best
practices as we always do and come up with ideas that
can really optimize our budget.”
This isn’t the first time this decade that the
conference has faced challenges.
In August 2005, New Orleans was rocked by
Hurricane Katrina. In the ensuing aftermath, the New
Orleans-based Sun Belt Conference main offices
were subsequently moved to Tuscaloosa, Ala., before
moving back October 2005, displacing the staff, along
with millions in the New Orleans area.
In the wake of Katrina, the University of New
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Orleans is still recovering. They were forced to scale
back from 15 athletic teams to six at the time and have
since added three teams back in men’s and women’s
tennis and men’s swimming.
The tragedy of Hurricane Katrina is being viewed
by some involved as a way of battle-testing the area
for the current crisis, though.
“We’ve been tightening our belts for the last three,
three and a half years,” New Orleans Athletics Director
James Miller said. “And we’re very, very lean right
now, so if we’re forced to cut anything further, then
we’ve been tested to the point where we kick in plan A
or we kick in plan B or plan C and try to fight that.”

Students marched through campus
Wednesday dressed as imaginary
characters to bring awareness to
problems with clean coal technology.
PAGE 10
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A Western student wins state-wide
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services, held in Spanish, there are also prayer
meetings on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Lopez
also leads the music with the help of Yanira, Douglas
and Nathan.
Lopez said his family supports him greatly.
“His children wanted him to be a pastor,” Yanira
said.
They understand his ministry occupies much of
his time, leaving less for them. Lopez said he feels
blessed every time he gets the opportunity to lead
someone to Christ, and his family shares this joy.
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132 Apartments
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4 Bedroom Apartments
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Crime reports

u Tonya Jones, Pearce-Ford
Tower, reported on April 1 that
her bicycle was stolen from the
bicycle rack in front of PFT.
The value of the theft was $95.
u Matthew Carter, McCormack
Hall, reported on March 31 that
his iPod was stolen from his
vehicle on the seventh floor of
Parking Structure 1. The value
of the theft was $200.
u A male reported on March
31 that he was assaulted in
Downing University Center.
u A male reported on March 31
that he was assaulted in the fifth
floor hallway of McCormack.
u A female reported on March
30 that she was harassed by
another female in PFT.

LINDSEY GREER

astor Douglas A. Lopez prays with his sons,
Douglas (left) and Nathan (right), at Iglesia
Bautista Nueva Vida, where he has led the
congregation since October 2008. A native of El
Salvador, Lopez came to the United States in 1988,
and has been living in Bowling Green for the last 16
months.
Lopez and his wife Yanira, have three sons,
Douglas, Nathan and Ariel. Lopez and his wife share
a passion for evangelism and a heart for prayer.
In addition to Sunday and Wednesday worship

Pomona College
first documented
the 47 number
phenomenon
in 1964.

Source: http://www.47.net/47society/

t

a

Considered to be the
quintessential random
number. There is even
a society dedicated to
the number.

Corrections

Due to a Herald error
information a front page article
about the Unity Step Off was
incorrect on March 31, 2009.
The sororities Alpha Kappa
Alpha (AKA) and Kappa Delta
(KD) won the title, not AKA
and AD.
Due to a Herald error,
information in a page eight
article about the Sigma Chi
fight night was incorrect
on March 31.
About 3,000 people attended
the event, not 300. This was
not the first year that sororities
participated in the event.
Sorority members have been
able to participate since the first
fight night.
Due to a Herald error Kevin
Smiley’s classification was
incorrectly identified in a page
six news brief on March 31.
Smiley is a junior.
Due to a Herald error Justin
Thurman’s classification was
inccorrectly identified in a page
six news brief on March 31.
Thurman is a junior
The Herald regrets the
errors.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or e-mail us
at editor@chherald.com.
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SGA approves 35, rejects 2 constitutional amendments

MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
After much debate at
Tuesday night’s senate meeting,
the Student Government
Association voted to approve
35 amendments to the SGA
constitution and reject two.
Administrative
Vice
President Reagan Gilley said
the amendments will help
make SGA run more smoothly
and efficiently.
Students will vote on
all approved amendments
to the SGA constitution in
the spring election.
The amendments will
be proposed as one item on
TopNet.
Changes in the constitution
require approval by the majority
of students who vote on the
issue.
One of the approved
amendments would decrease
office hours for some executive

board members, according to
the amendment.
The
executive
vice
president’s minimum hour
requirement would go from
12 hours a week to 10, which
matches the administrative vice
president’s hours, according to
the amendment.
Chief Justice Corey Bewley
said that before, it seemed as
if the EVP and the AVP were
working the same amount of
hours, but the AVP was paid less
because the hour requirement
was lower.
He said this way is more fair.
Another
approved
amendment would add an
elected student representative
from the Academy of Math and
Science to the senate in the fall.
Katie Rush, an academy
junior from Frankfort, said she’s
glad the amendment passed.
Rush said she was
elected as the first floor
girl’s representative to next

semester’s academy SGA.
She said it’s nice to be
accepted by the college
community.
“We’re here and we’re here
to stay,” she said.
One of the amendments
that didn’t pass would have
restructured the executive
board.
The president, EVP and
AVP would have made up the
executive cabinet and remained
voting members, according to
the proposed amendment.
The chief of staff, director
of academic affairs, director
of public relations and director
of information technology
would be non-voting members,
according to the proposed
amendment.
Monique Gooch, director of
public relations, said she didn’t
join an organization to not have
a vote.
Secretary La Darra Starkey
said the amendment wouldn’t

be fair.
”We wouldn’t have a say in
what students want,” she said.
The
other
proposed
amendment would’ve allowed
the EVP to take over as president
and student representative on
the Board of Regents if the
president couldn’t fill their
position.
Now, the EVP only takes
over as president, according to
the constitution.
According to state law, the
student body president is the
student regent, and a special
election for student regent
must take place if that student
doesn’t keep his or her position
as president or as a full-time
student.
Gilley, who also serves as
student regent, said he spoke
with Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel, about
the proposed amendment and
she told him the law requires a
student regent be elected.

Page 3
t

CAMPUS GOVERNMENT

C Y
M K

News briefs

Forum to discuss
science, religion

A chemist professor will
come to campus to talk about
religion and science during
The Veritas Forum on April 9
and 10, according to a Western
press release.
Fritz Schaefer will discuss the
topic at 7:30 p.m. on April 9 in
the Garrett Ballroom, according
to the press release. His lecture is
called “The Big Bang, Stephen
Hawking, and God.”
Schaefer is the GrahamPurdue Professor of Chemistry
and the director of the Center
for Computational Quantum
Chemistry at the University of
Georgia, according to the press
release.
Schaefer’s lecture will
be about how people can be
scientists and Christians, and
how science isn’t the opposite
of religion, according to the
press release.
He will also speak about “A
Scientist’s Quest for Veritas” at
a faculty breakfast at 7:30 a.m.
on April 10, according to the

press release.
Schaefer was nominated for
the Nobel Prize and has published
more that 900 science articles,
according to the press release.
The Veritas Forum began
in 1991 at Harvard University
to bring Christian views to
universities, according to the
press release.
There are now about 300
forums on about 100 college
campuses, according to the
release.

Music department to
host recital Sunday

Western’s music department
will host the eighth annual Gift
of Music Recital on Sunday,
according to a Western press
release.
The concert will start at
3 p.m. in the fine arts center
recital hall and will feature 2008
and 2009 scholarship recipients,
according to the release.
Admission is free, according
to the release.
—Christina Howerton

ACADEMICS

Student wins Idea State U competition

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
A couple of months ago,
Austin Schroll struck up a
conversation with a visually
impaired student on campus.
Schroll, a Hodgenville senior,
asked the student if he would be
interested in a product to help
legally blind and visually impaired
students get around campus.
Schroll may be making that
product a reality.
Schroll’s concept, a product
called Audio Eyez, won
the Governor’s Innovation
Award at the “Idea State U”
competition on March 27 and
28 in Lexington, he said.
The award is for the most
technologically
significant
entry, according to a Western
press release.
The Audio Eyez project
would involve installing

C Y
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radio frequency identification
tags in campus buildings and
light poles. The tags would
communicate with hand-held
devices carried by legally blind
or visually impaired students,
Schroll said.
The device would alert
students to environmental and
construction hazards in their
path, he said.
“I really felt like there was
a need for these people to have
a greater independence in life,”
Schroll said.
He has a prototype of the
device and will begin to look
for funding this summer if
there are no similar projects in
development, Schroll said.
Schroll said Western will
benefit tremendously if the
product is developed.
“WKU will be the first ever
completely visually impairedand legally blind-accessible

campus,” he said.
Staff Engineer Ron Rizzo,
who helped Schroll in developing
the product, said people often
take their sight for granted.
A blind or visually impaired
student may be completely
unaware of their surroundings,
Rizzo said.
“They may be walking down
the sidewalk, and there is nothing
there to tell the person that a
building is there,” he said.
J. Krist Schell, director of
the Center for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, helped prepare
Schroll for the competition.
Schell
worked
with
Schroll for about a week on
things including his business
plan strategy and marketing
objective, Schell said.
“Austin did a very good
job putting together a very
complicated project,” Schell
said.
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EDITORIAL

TOPS to punking people on April
Fool’s Day.

BOTTOMS to
getting punked on
April Fool’s Day.

TOPS to
Gameathon.

TOPS to starting
the last full month
of school.

BOTTOMS to
still having a month
of school left.

TOPS to graduates getting caps
and gowns.

BOTTOMS to
seniors entering
the real world.

Herald
Susie Laun*
editor-in-chief
Katie Brandenburg*
news editor
Josh Raymer*
opinion editor
Andrew Robinson*
sports editor
Angela Oliver*
features editor
Chris Fryer*
photo editor
Matt Fields-Johnson*
multimedia editor
Brendan Sullivan
assistant photo editor
Kayla Golliher*
design editor
Annie Erskine*
cartoonist
Brittany Anderson*
copy desk chief
Savannah Thomas
ad manager
JoAnn Thompson
business manager
Jeanie Adams-Smith
photo adviser
Bob Adams
Herald adviser
*Denotes Editorial Board members
The Herald publishes on Tuesdays
and Thursdays

CONTACT
Advertising 745-3914
advertising@chherald.com
News Desk 745-6011
news@chherald.com
Diversions Desk 745-2655
diversions@chherald.com
Opinion Desk 745-4874
opinion@chherald.com
Sports Desk 745-6291
sports@chherald.com
Photo Desk 745-6281
photo@chherald.com

SUBMISSIONS

Getting Acquainted

Time spent off campus helps students
connect with Bowling Green
The issue: Many Western students
spend their leisure time either back
home or on campus, and they never
explore the many unique opportunities
Bowling Green has to offer.
Our view: Students can show their
pride for both Western and Bowling
Green by venturing off campus and
getting acquainted with the community
that supports their university.
For decades, Western has maintained
its reputation as a “suitcase school.”
On a typical weekend, it’s not surprising to see more than a few friends
packing up their car to head back home
for a few days.
While the Herald advocates returning home to visit family, we also think
it’s important to make your college
town a “second home.”
After all, Western students become
Bowling Green residents during the
months when they’re at school.
That means every weekend shouldn’t
equate to a trip home or time spent in
the dorm with nothing to do.
Whether they’re looking for dining, entertainment, outdoor recreation
or local history, students who look
will find there’s something for them to
enjoy in Bowling Green.
The city has made an obvious effort
to appeal to college students with the
development of Circus Square Park,
which features multiple concerts and an
annual international festival that showcases the city’s multicultural population.
Beginning this month, students will
also have a chance to cheer on the
Bowling Green Hot Rods during its
inaugural season.
Areas farther away from campus

offer students the chance to bowl, race
go-carts at Race World or enjoy a relaxing game of miniature golf at the Otte
Golf Center.
You could also take advantage
of the warmer weather by hitting the
walking trail at Kereiakes Park or visiting Lovers Lane Park for a game of
soccer.
Extreme sports enthusiasts can show
off their skills at the Bowling Green
Skate Park.
The number of rivers and creeks
in the city present multiple options
for students who enjoy canoeing and
kayaking.
Bowling Green is also a great city
for students who need a break from
campus food and the same handful of
dining options.
In addition to the plethora of chain
restaurants, the city also features an
appealing slate of hometown dining
that includes Brickyard Café, Mariah’s
and Linzie’s Exceptional Sandwiches.
Unique elements of Bowling Green
history are open to those who visit Lost
River Cave or the National Corvette
Museum.
The Herald understands that campus
represents a comfort zone for some of
the students who are going to school
away from their hometown.
But with a little courage and some
determination, those students could
find a list of reasons to make Bowling
Green their “home away from home.”
Save those suitcases for next weekend.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial board.

ANNIE ERSKINE/Herald

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Tough times call for Herald coverage
SUSIE LAUN
Editor-in-chief

I can’t go anywhere without hearing
people mention “these times.”
“These times” include trying to
make plans when money is uncertain.
We’re all being affected by the country’s failing economy.
And those of us at the Herald want
to discuss it.
Today the Herald is running the first
of a five-part series on the economy.
The series, “Dreams is Distress”
will run every Thursday in April and
will address the many issues that are
facing you.
The American Dream, the idea that
we all have a fighting chance to succeed, is on life support.
I don’t know that many people
could successfully argue that the dream
is alive and well today when people
across the country are losing their jobs,
their homes or even both.
The question that the Herald wanted
to know was, “how are our readers
being affected by this?”
And that is the focus of our series—
you.
And the truth is that we’ve all been

affected.
I belong to a group of students who
are about to enter a workforce where
jobs are scarce. A select few of us
might have jobs in our field waiting
for us when we graduate— a lot of us
don’t.
Some of you belong to a group who
are choosing to stay in college longer
in hopes that things will improve and
that there will be more options available to you in a couple of years.
Some of you have parents who have
lost their jobs and you’re in Bowling
Green, maybe far from home, wondering what, if anything, you can do to
help.
And even if you don’t fall into one
of those categories, you’ve all been
affected by the recession.
Western has cut money from its
budget to make up for a shortfall.
Departments will have to cut money
from their budgets and hard decisions
will have to be made.
Because of decision by the Council
on Postsecondary Education, tuition
will only increase 4 percent this year, a
relatively small amount in comparison
to past years, but the increase will still
be felt by students whose wallets are
empty.
Everywhere we turn, things are different than only a few years ago.

The goal of this series is to put a
face on those changes. It’s easy to
talk about loan companies, the auto
industry and even state budget issues,
but it’s even easier to forget about the
people it affects.
You.
We want to tell each of you how
you’re being affected by the problems
that are facing our country, our state,
our city and our school.
We’re not claiming to have any
answers. We’re just as bewildered as
most of you.
But maybe we can educate you.
In the next five weeks the Herald
will bring you stories about people
who work at the Corvette plant and
people who run local businesses.
We’ll tell you how Bowling Green’s
economic situation stacks up against
the rest of the state and how Kentucky
universities are doing in comparison to
other states’ universities.
We’ll introduce you to people
who you might already know— your
neighbors, your classmates and your
friends.
I hope that you’ll pick up the paper,
visit wkuherald.com, as well as chherald.com, our multimedia site, to learn
more about the students and residents
who are trying their hardest to make
the best out of difficult situation.

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

FACILITIES

Western to host sustainability conference
▼

When: April 24-26

▼

Campus Community
Partnerships for
Sustainability Conference
Cost: $20 for students, $60
for others

▼

to be another way to bring our
state closer.”
Elizabethtown sophomore
Nicholas Asher will also be a
presenter.
He said the conference will
help students share ideas and
meet other students who have
different views.
“When I go to things like
this, it reinvigorates me,” Asher
said.
The
sustainability
conference includes two
keynote speakers.
Jerome Ringo, president
of the Apollo Alliance, will
kick off the conference, RyanDowning said.
The Apollo Alliance focuses
on green jobs and clean energy,
she said.
Ringo was the first black
person to chair the National
Wildlife Federation, RyanDowning said.
His speech in Downing
University Center will be open
to the public, she said.
Chad Pregracke will also
speak at the conference, RyanDowning said.
He is the founder of
Living Lands and Waters, an
organization that works to
remove trash from rivers, she
said.
Pregracke became obsessed
with removing the trash he saw
while working on a riverboat
on the Mississippi River, RyanDowning said.
“He was a college student
and wanted to make a
difference,” she said. “He was
one person and he didn’t let
that stop him.”
The conference ends with the

How to register: Go to
www.greencampusky.org
and click on the Registration
tab for a registration form and
details on where to submit it.

▼

Students who want a
greener state will soon gather
on campus to talk about their
ideas.
Western will host the
Campus
Community
Partnerships for Sustainability
Conference on April 24
through 26, Sustainability
Coordinator Christian RyanDowning said.
The conference started in
2006 to help Kentucky colleges
and their communities work
together for a sustainable future,
she said.
The event is on a different
campus each year, RyanDowning said.
This year’s conference
will have sessions led by
students and professionals
with backgrounds in a variety
of sustainability issues, she
said.
Students will be able to
share their experiences with
campus
projects,
RyanDowning said.
Louisville junior Kristen
Houser is a student presenter at
the conference.
She and two other students
will discuss their success rallying
people on campus during last
year’s ONE campaign, Houser
said.
She said she wants to share
what she learned during the
campaign so students can use it
for sustainability projects.
“It’s
all
about
communication and being
united for these issues,”
Houser said. “It’s just going
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Deadline for Registration:
April 10

Source: Western press release
Climate Change and Water Film
Festival, which is sponsored by
Berea College, Ryan-Downing
said.
Western will be one of nine
campuses to host the national
film festival, she said.
The conference is sponsored
in part by a $10,000 Provost’s
Initiatives for Excellence grant,
Provost Barbara Burch said.
PIE grants provide money
for special events or innovative
ideas that could improve
education, she said.
Burch said it wasn’t a
hard decision to support the
conference.
She said she credited students
for leading the movement for
green campuses in Kentucky.
“I think it’s a wonderful
example of students being
socially
conscious
and
responsible of things that affect
them and their future,” Burch
said.
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Food for Thought unites community

WHITLEY TOBIN
diversions@chherald.com
Dave Christopher smiled
as he looked down at his “I
[heart] Hip Hop” tattoo on his
right forearm.
“It was a treat to myself,”
Christopher, a Louisville
sophomore said. “After I got
the bid on the show, I got the
tattoo.”
Every Saturday from 10 to
midnight on campus channel
50, Christopher hosts the
Revolution 91.7 show, “Food
for Thought”, a show geared
toward underground, indie and
pioneer hip-hop music.
Christopher and his co-host
Cedric Turner, a sophomore
from Clarksville, Tenn., are
known to their listeners as
Grape Juice and Fiasco.
Along
with
hosting,
Christopher arranges which

songs are put into rotation.
He also has a regular shift on
Sunday that is simply a music
block and can have a variety
of genres.
Marcus Rembert, a freshman
from Plainsville, Tenn., said
that for the black community
on campus, Food for Thought
goes beyond radio broadcast,
the show is an outlet.
“Since we don’t have
that many black students on
campus, that show is a way of
unifying everyone,”
It is also a showcase for
local talent, often playing
music by artists on campus
and in Bowling Green.
“Food for Thought” is
the only hip-hop station, and
for up- and- coming artists
like myself, radio is the first
step,” San Francisco freshman
Austin Ashford said. “It gives
new artists a means to have

the people that listen reply
through the radio station
telephones.”
Revolution is a station
consisting of mostly indie rock
and club music slots. Though
there are other specialty shows,
Food for Thought is the only
show strictly for hip-hop.
Working with the radio
stations gives the disc jockeys
flexibility with their playlists
they can play any song as long
as it is edited. If the deejay
wants to play seven songs and
follow with a discussion, they
can. They can also have guests
to promote upcoming events or
simply let the listeners call in
and express themselves.
“I know the title is kind
of cliche, but it’s something
that hip-hop fans needed,”
Christopher said. “The show
expresses what hip-hop should
be.”
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Consignment shops
provide bargains

TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
Earlene Whitaker, a Grayson
county senior, often shops
among the knickknacks and
intricate lamps in the Clothes
Lion.
Whitaker described the
Clothes Lion as “a little
different — it’s clothes plus
stuff.” Whitaker said she
especially enjoys going to the
Clothes Lion because she likes
antiques.
Owner Lori Spaulding says
she believes her store caters to
people of all ages. However,
“a lot of college students like
that retro feeling,” the store
emanates.
Many college students do
their best to stand out. Some
think assimilating isn’t wellrespected and maintaining
one’s style is important.
“There will always be those
kids who go to the mall,” said
Michelle Odle, co-owner of
Michelle’s Boutique.
But consignment stores
offer students a convenient
way to buy their favorite
brands for much less than
retail value, said Mark
Perkins,
co-owner
of
Michelle’s Boutique.
Odle added that when she
was in college she wasn’t aware

of the savings in consignment first consignment stores in
store shopping. Her store Bowling Green. In addition to
holds brands such as Chico’s, a wide selection of men’s and
American Eagle, Abercrombie women’s clothing with brand
and Fitch, Land’s End and a names such as Ralph Lauren
huge selection of junior’s and and Aéropostale, Elite Repeats
women’s formal wear ranging offers an impressive children’s
from prom styles
collection.
to weddings.
Since Whitaker’s
The forest of
childhood, she and
satin, lace, velvet,
her mother would
sequins, hearts and
consignment shop.
flowers engulfs the
She isn’t only a long
customer when they
time customer of the
enter.
Clothes Lion but
A little farther
— Michelle Odle also of Granma’s
down the road is
Co-owner of Michelle’s Attic. It isn’t really
Boutique a clothing store, she
the Beverly Hills
Bargain Boutique,
said, but one full of
a
high-fashion
antiques, paintings
consignment store that houses and novelties.
designer merchandise. It isn’t
Most consignment store
uncommon for diamonds and owners say they have seen a
Tiffany’s jewelry to be sold rise in new faces and sales
at BHBB, owner John Horner with the downturn in the
said.
economy.
Though Prada, Gucci and 7
All the stores operate on
for All Mankind line the racks a 50/50 basis — if someone
at BHBB, its lower-priced sister opens an account and their
store, Beverly Hills II, often has items sell, they get half of
$3 rack sales. Huge windows the profit. Some stores accept
with orange lettering beckon to new or gently used clothing on
the bargain hunter, “SALE!”
certain days by season, others
Dresses in citrus and require an appointment.
sunshine colors hang on the
Most of Bowling Green’s
wall and racks, the average clothing consignment shops are
price around $13.
within blocks of each other on
Two doors down sits the 31-W Bypass, making it a
Elite Repeats, one of the Yellow Brick Road of savings.

“There will
always be those
kids who go to
the mall.”

EMILY FOX/Herald

Sandy Layne, a 27-year-old from Madisonville, sorts through clothes at the Beverly Hills Bargain
Boutique where she works. Layne, a 2004 Western graduate, has been working at 31-W store since
it opened. “There are a lot of people who have never considered consignment,” Layne said. “They
don’t realize that you can come in here and get good quality boutique clothing for around one third of
the price.”

experience multimedia @ www.chherald.com
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You don’t need to look far to escape boredom
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

In light of yesterday’s
celebration of April Fool’s, I’d
like to dedicate this column
to all the foolish people on
campus who believe that
there is nothing to do here at
Western. Normally I shy away
from telling people that they’re
wrong, but if you sincerely
believe that there’s nothing to
keep your bottom busy while
you’re at school here, you’re
sorely mistaken.
However, if you think that
you fall into this category of

poor souls, it’s not entirely your
fault. Some of Western’s neatest
opportunities also belong to the
list of its best-kept secrets. For
your benefit, I’d like to mention
a few of these elusive places,
opportunities and activities in
the hopes that you might one
day take advantage of them.
I’ll write them down, but don’t
expect me to do anything more.
Here it goes.
If you’re looking to be more
active, check out:
u The Outdoor Recreation

Adventure Center, right inside
the Preston Center. They’re
biking across Iowa this summer.
Just think, miles and miles of
corn.
u
Intramural
sports.
Handball, anyone? Sign up by
April 6. Or come watch kickball
this weekend at the fields off
Campbell Lane. Yeah, that’s
right. Kickball.
u Boot camp. Get your
booty in shape with this 6 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
workout with cardio, aerobic,
and strength training. The last
session has already begun, so
keep your eyes peeled for next
semester.
Perhaps you’re not searching

for more ways to move, though.
I understand. If you’re wanting
to up your vegging skills, try
looking into these:
u The Gourmet foods class
offered by Consumer and
Family Sciences. It’s four hours
long, one night a week. Why
not learn how to cook well? We
eat every day, after all.
u The DVD Rental Box on
the first floor of DUC. I’m not
sure how much it costs, but
the last time I looked it had
movies for both young and old,
male and female, junkie and
intellectual alike.
u The College Heights
Herald. Read it, love it, read it
again.

u The History and Science
of Beer and Brewing class.
Must be 21 to enroll. I hear they
brew their own beer.
u The Film Club. Inquire at
Cherry Hall.
Maybe you’re somewhere
between sports enthusiast and
relaxing master, though. Maybe
you just want to put your energy
to good use. You know, help
out people in the community.
Here are just a few things you
might try:
u Habitat for Humanity.
Western
has
its
own
chapter. Help build houses,
fund raise and change lives.
Its office is located at EST
106.

u Americans for Informed
Democracy. If you want to
change the world, meet this
earth, people and communityminded
bunch
every
Wednesday on the third floor
of DUC.
u GreenToppers. Make
Western a friend of the planet,
5-6 p.m. Wednesdays in DUC.
u Invisible Children. Are
you against children fighting as
soldiers? These folks are too.
Meet them at 6 p.m. Monday
nights in DUC 340 .
Though I’m sorry that
I couldn’t mention every
opportunity, I hope that you’re
inspired. Let’s not be fools
anymore.

CAMPUS LIFE

CAMPUS LIFE

Master brewer drafts talk on beer Event scheduled to raise money
EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
Students talked beer instead
of drinking it Wednesday night.
Phil Leinhart, master beer
brewer for Brewery Ommegang
in Cooperstown, N.Y., spoke to
students in the Mass Media
Auditorium about the brewing
process and the differences
between large and small
breweries.
Leinhart has worked for
several different companies,
including Anheuser-Busch, he
said.
But his heart has always
been with small breweries, he
said.
The brewery produces five
seasonal Belgian-style beers:
Rare Vos Amber Ale, Hennepin
Farmhouse Saison, Ommegang
Abbey Ale, Three Philosophers
Quadrupel and Ommegang
Witte Ale, according to the
brewery Web site.
It also produces seasonal
beers, including a beer called
Ommegeddon and a beer
called Ommegang Chocolate

Indulgence, which is made with
Belgian chocolate, according to
the Web site.
The brewery is hosting a
festival including brewery tours
and live music called Belgium
Comes to Cooperstown 2009
on July 31 through Aug. 2.
Ommegang produced about
18,000 barrels of beer last year,
Leinhart said.
Leinhart realized about
halfway through college that
he wanted to go into brewing,
he said.
His older brother, who was
also involved with brewing,
was a big influence, he said.
“I was trying a lot of different
beers when I was 15 and 16,”
Leinhart said, laughing.
Leinhart
encouraged
students who were interested
in going into brewing to seek
out internships with brewing
companies.
Certain majors, including
chemical
and
electrical
engineering, work well for
students looking to pursue a
career in brewing, he said.
Bowling Green seniors

Austin Harris and Jacqueline
Adams attended the lecture as a
part of their History and Science
of Beer and Brewing class.
They learn about, taste and
make beer, Adams said.
Associate History Professor
Andrew McMichael teaches
the history side of the class.
“We wanted to take an
everyday item that most
students were familiar with and
talk about it from an academic
perspective,” McMichael said.
McMichael taught the class
for the first time last spring,
he said.
“It’s a good example of how
Western lets you be creative,”
he said.
The students brew their own
beer on campus, McMichael
said.
Harris said he prefers beer
from smaller breweries.
“There’s a lot more creativity
there,” he said.
Leinhart said that, while
big breweries make excellent
quality beers, they are often not
as flavorful or complex as beers
produced by smaller breweries.

for alumna’s medical bills
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
Saturday, the Department of
Theater and Dance will find a
way to save one of its own.
About a month ago, 2002
Western alum Hollis Hawthorne
was severely injured in a
motorcycle crash in India.
Hawthorne, who was
celebrating her 30th birthday
with her boyfriend, was wearing
a helmet.
However, the handlebar of
the motorcycle got twisted inside
the visor of her helmet, causing
a brain stem injury, said David
Young of the department of
theatre and dance.
Hollis’ boyfriend performed
CPR for about 30 minutes
until help arrived. She was
flown back to the U.S. and she
eventually made it out of her
coma and off of the respirator.

The costs of transportation
and medical expenses now
exceed $150,000, he said.
“She is responding well to
her treatments and her progress
is very encouraging,” wrote
Josh Chapman on the “Healing
Hollis: A Benefit for Hollis
Hawthorne” Facebook event.
“This is not just about raising
funds; it is a story of the real
healing power of love.”
Saturday night “Healing
Hollis,” a benefit for Hawthorne,
a dancer, will take place in
the Russell Miller Theater at
the fine arts center. The show
includes comedy, dance and
live music from friends of
Hawthorne, including Western
alumni and faculty.
There will be a silent
auction at 7 p.m. and the show
will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $10 at the door and all
proceeds will be donated to

help fund Hawthorne’s medical
expenses.
“I don’t think she has health
insurance,” Young said.
Young described Hawthorne
as a hippie and a “free soul.”
She has toured as a dancer with
Sesame Street Live and was
involved with the Burning Man
performing group and bike
dancing, Young said.
“We think of her as one of
the family of the department
of theater and dance,” Young
said.
“Hopefully students will
recognize her as part of
Western’s extended family and
come to the show.”
Other
information
regarding making donations
and worldwide benefits for
the family can be found at
http://helpholligethome.
blogspot.com/ and at http://
friendsofhollis.blogspot.com/.
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from front page

recession, and this may lessen
the effects of the current
economic downturn, Associate
Economics Professor Brian
Strow said.
Banks are raising interest
rates and approving fewer
loan candidates, he said. But
more federal student loans with
reasonable interest rates and
borrower requirements exist.
Federal
financial
aid
increased in the late 1980s,
coinciding with enrollment
increases at Western, Stow
said.
“I’m saying that’s not an
accident,” he said.
But students relying on
private loans may feel the effects
of tighter lending practices,
Lebedinsky said.
“If you simply cannot afford
to borrow money at a reasonable
rate then you can’t afford to go
to college,” he said.
When Bardstown sophomore
Lindsey Filiatreau’s mother lost
her job last month, she learned
she would have to rely entirely
on student loans to pay for
medical school, she said.
“It’s scary because, while
I’ve always planned to pay for
med school, It’s always been
nice to know my family could
support me if need be,” she
said.
Filiatreau began using her
peer tutoring and baby-sitting
money to cover expenses such as
car insurance, which her parents
previously paid, she said.
Some
students,
like
Filiatreau, may have to get jobs
to support themselves despite
rising unemployment rates.
The unemployment rate
in Bowling Green was 10.3
percent in February, 1.4 percent
higher than the national average

of 8.9 percent, according to a
report from Kentucky’s Office
of Employment and Training.
Kentucky’s unemployment
rate is above the national
average as well at 10.2 percent,
according to the report.
Rising unemployment rates
could decrease enrollment
because fewer students can pay
tuition, Lebedinsky said. But
the rates could raise enrollment
as well.
People may choose to
postpone college in good
economic times because wellpaying jobs are available, he
said. Few such jobs exist now.
“The opportunity cost of
going to college is low in terms
of the jobs you are giving up
because there are no jobs,”
Lebedinsky said.
This may explain why
enrollment is up from last year,
Ransdell said.
The need for financial support
increased along with enrollment,
said Cindy Burnette, director of
student financial assistance.
Financially
struggling
students should first fill out the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid to determine how
much need-based funding they
can receive, she said.
Many students may have
to follow Gad’s lead and start
working, she said.
Burnette
recommended
on-campus jobs listed on the
financial aid Web site.
Burnette encourages students
to check the list regularly
because campus jobs are as rare
as jobs in the rest of the nation,
she said.
“We have more students
looking for jobs than jobs
available, so it helps to be
aggressive,” she said.
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with our travel. And we try to
keep flights to a minimum and
our coaches are really good
about that — if we’re within a
six- to seven-hour drive, we’re
busing — so, we’ve always
been very cost-conscience as
far as that’s concerned, and
that was happening before this
recent episode.”
Fighting the current
financial hardships could
be harder for the Sun Belt
than other conferences in
college athletics, with their
budget being smaller than the
Bowl Championship Series
conferences such as the
Southeastern Conference.
Dennis Wilson, a professor
of sports economics at Western,
sees definite disadvantages to
being in a money crunch in a
smaller conference.
“It’s a day-and-night type
thing,” Wilson said. “There
are some conferences lower
down the pecking order than
the Sun Belt, but you could
think about the pockets that
the (University of) Kentucky
athletic department has and
how much insulation they
may have. They’re gonna feel
it — don’t get me wrong —
but they’re feeling it in a way
that, ‘How do we make sure
24,000 people show up at the
basketball game?’ compared
to, ‘How do we get 15,000 to
show up at a football game
here?’”
Having a solid community
base could be the key for
an institution to survive,
regardless of a city’s size.
Which means the survival
of a school such as Western
could depend somewhat on
the Corvette Plant established
in Bowling Green.

from front page

The nation’s economic
troubles have been evident in
certain Sun Belt programs.
Florida
International
announced last week that
they will be cutting $1
million from their athletic
department at the beginning
of the fiscal year on July 1.
FIU’s current athletic budget
is $22 million.
“It was a necessity,” FIU
Athletics Director Pete Garcia
said. “The good thing that
the way we are cutting, with
all these partnerships we are
making, we are making it up
that way.”
Louisiana Gov. Bobby
Jindal has proposed a $219
million cut in higher education
around the state. It’s a cut
that will greatly affect the
three Sun Belt-affiliated
institutions,
LouisianaLafayette, Louisiana-Monroe
and New Orleans.
As of now, Miller said the
university would share a $15
million cut across the board if
the budget cut is approved by
the Louisiana government.
According to documents
obtained from LouisianaMonroe, the school’s athletic
revenue for the 2008-09
fiscal year was $7,369,931.
Their total expenses were
$7,369,191, giving them a
$740 net revenue.
“We’re pretty frugal to begin
with,”
Louisiana-Monroe
Athletics Director Bobby
Staub said. “Whether we had
this economic situation or not,
we’re very cost-conscious

“The critical elements
aren’t necessarily the size of
the city — it’s kind of the
industrial base — ‘What types
of jobs are local?’” Wilson
said. “And as long as that
local job base is not hugely
affected by the recession,
then places like Western will
be fine. They may have to
cut back, and the donations
may drop significantly, but
attendance-wise, if they price
appropriately, they will be
fine.”
Some
programs
are
beginning to pull themselves
out of the current funk the
nation is in. In July 2008,
New Orleans just received
a $1 million donation to its
basketball program from
former player Gabe Corchiani
and local businessman John
Georges, the largest gift ever
to the New Orleans athletic
program. FIU is partnering
with Miami professional
sports teams who use their
facilities in an effort to gain
profit.
McElwain
said
the
conference isn’t cutting back
on anything at this time, nor
do they plan on it in the
near future. In times like
this, everyone is facing the
threat of low revenue and
unemployment. But for the
conference, all involved are
looking to push forward.
“We are evaluating the
budget, and trying to optimize
our budget,” he said. “Whether
that means we’re saving a little
bit more here than we were
before — that’s the way we
would view it.”
Western Athletics Director
Wood Selig couldn’t be
reached for comment.

DEREON • ROCAWEAR • AKADEMIKS • NEW ERA • BABY PHAT

HIP HOP
FASHIONS

“Carrying the latest in urban fashions”
WKU Mondays-20% off with any college ID
Tuesday-Friday get 10% off
1562 US 31 bypass, Bowling Green, KY
for more information cantact: 270.781.3213

EVISU • APPLE BOTTOM • ENYCE

AKADEMIKS • DEREON • MECCA

“My parents told me they
can’t afford for me to slack,”
Gad said.
She said the members of
Kappa Delta still call her “sister”
and her new Steak ‘n Shake
uniform suits her just fine.
Other students might not
make it through their financial
woes as well as Gad.
Western’s
enrollment
declined for six consecutive
years during the American
economic recession in the
early 1980s, according to
registrar records. Enrollment
dropped by more than 2,000
students from fall of 1979 to
fall of 1985.
But President Gary Ransdell
said he doesn’t expect a similar
enrollment decrease this time
around.
He said officials are
working to continually increase
Western’s enrollment by
creating new degree programs
relevant to today’s society and
job market.
Officials are also developing
and marketing more online
programs and making physical
campus improvements to attract
students, he said.
Western’s enrollment has
increased for the past 12 years,
and Ransdell expects that trend
persist, he said.
“I think we will continue
to be a destination point for
a growing applicant pool,” he
said.
More student loans are
available to that applicant pool
now than during the 1980s
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COOGI • EVOLUTION • APPLE BOTTOM • EVISU

Hey! Where’s
my car?!
1922 Russellville Rd.

782-0888

PENDING INSPECTIONS - OFF CAMPUS PARKING
COMMENCING ON APRIL 6, 2009

Inspections will be conducted in the following areas around the
perimeter of WKU: (North to South) Railroad Tracks to 31-W Bypass and (East to West) 12th Ave. E. to University Blvd.
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After the
Big Game
Take a Timeout with

PUBLIC NOTICE
Due to increased demand from citizens of area neighborhoods around
the perimeter of Western Kentucky University, the City of Bowling Green’s
Code Enforcement Division will be making regular inspections.

Now
g
Acceptin
BIG RED

Papa John’s Pizza
3 Large
1 Topping

This action is being taken to prohibit violations caused by unlawful parked
vehicles such as: residential areas being used as commercial parking
lots; overcrowding of parked vehicles; erosion of yards; trash and litter;
and blocking of sidewalks and public alleys.

$21.99
Carryout or Delivery

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Parking violation ﬁnes and other charges are as follows:
1st offense: $100.00
2nd offense: $200.00
3rd offense: $300.00
Storage of impounded vehicle: $10 per day
Tow charge: at least $75.00

Expires 4/8/09

Enough for 3 or 4

1 Large
1 Topping

& Breadsticks or Garlic
Parmesan Breadsticks

$11.99

This citation will not take the place of city-issued trafﬁc parking tickets
issued by the Bowling Green Police Department.

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST
PAN PIZZA EXTRA

To view parking ordinances, go to www.bgky.org/hcd

Expires 4/8/09

Campus Special

1 Medium
1 Topping

$8.99

Residence Halls and
Academic Buildings Only

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 4/8/09

Enough for 1 or 2

1 Small
1 Topping

& 20oz. Bottle of

Coca-Cola Product

$7.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 4/8/09

For more information,
please call 393-3102.
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CAMPUS LIFE

Fossil Fools’ Day raises awareness of energy issues

COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

JACOB HILL/HERAld

(Above) On their way down the Hill from the Java City at Helm Library students from GreenToppers and Americans for
Informed Democracy pass by the fine arts center, singing and chanting. Their sign lists clean coal among the top five
scariest monsters, along with creatures such as zombies and the wolfman.
(Top Right) Bowling Green senior Seth Cude participates in a Fossil Fool’s Day march from the Java City in Helm Library
down to Pearce-Ford Tower along with members of GreenToppers and Americans for Informed Democracy. The groups
organized the march to inform students about clean coal technology myths, illustrating their point by dressing up as fantasy characters.
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Unicorns, leprechauns and clean
coal.
To some Western students, all of
these have something in common.
GreenToppers and Americans for
Informed Democracy united for Fossil
Fools’ Day on Wednesday.
Students came together for the event
on April Fools’ Day to raise awareness
about the dangers of fossil fuels and
promote renewable energy.
Students dressed up as mythical
characters and marched through
campus, shouting chants about the
myths surrounding fossil fuels and
clean coal technology.
Students marched from Java City
in Helm Library, down to Pearce-Ford
Tower and back.
They carried a banner protesting the
burning of coal for energy and passed
out literature about the cause.
The group also chanted things such
as “Unicorns, leprechauns, clean coal,”
and “Clean coal, dirty lie.”
After the march, the students went
on a mass bike ride.
GreenToppers and Americans for
Informed Democracy also hosted a
dance party near PFT Wednesday
night, according to a press release from
both groups.
Western alumnus Seth Cude was
one of the participants “We wanted
to get the message out that clean coal
doesn’t exist,” he said. “Saying coal
is clean is like saying cigarettes are

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

healthy or that water is dry.”
Meredith Wadlington, a junior from
Memphis, Tenn., said the purpose was to
educate people on the reality that all coal
is dirty and pollutes the environment.
According to the Clean Coal
Technologies, Inc. Web site, concern
over the effects of green house gas
and airborne pollution has become a
worldwide issue.
Clean coal technology reduces
airborne pollution and contaminants by
as much as 90 percent in some cases,
according to the company’s Web site.
Lexington junior Greg Capillo said
the event was a success despite it being
the first action by the group. “People
definitely saw what was going on,”
Capillo said. “At least for a few minutes,
people thought about energy issues.”
Chicago
sophomore
Danny
Dunkleman saw the group when they
were marching. He said the group
was supporting a good cause but
wasn’t going about it the right way.
“I don’t think what they’re doing
is very effective,” he said. “I don’t
see how dressing up and dancing is
helping anything. It seemed like they
were just trying to draw attention to
themselves.”
Louisville junior Kristen Houser
said the event was a good way to
get the campus talking about energy
issues.
Capillo said this was the first of
many actions and more events are
being planned, including a targeted
action with other Kentucky schools in
the fall.
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Chaos

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Streak
Continued

from sports page

“I haven’t been out there too
much, other than maybe high
school, in that situation,” Paxson
said. “I would’ve liked to get two
strikeouts there, but I knew if
you can get ground balls out of
it, I was able to clean somebody
else’s slate.”
Finwood
confused
the
officials by putting senior Jeremy
Coleman in as a pinch runner for
Paxson in the bottom of the fifth
inning, then sending Paxson out
to pitch in the sixth.
But the officials ruled that
because Coleman entered the
game as the designated hitter,

Smith

Continued

from sports page

There are five quarterbacks
on the roster, and Smith is the
only one who isn’t a freshman
or sophomore.
With
spring
practice
underway, all eyes are on the
quarterback race and who will
come out on top.
“The
most
popular
(position battle) is obviously
quarterback, and that is going
to be fun to watch from day-
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Senior designated
hitter J.B. Paxson
bumps helmets with
senior outfielder
Matt Hightower
after crossing home
plate, scoring his
first of two runs in
the game. Paxson
later took the
mound as a relief
pitcher in the fifth
inning.

Paxson was permitted to pitch
until Coleman’s next at-bat.
“Fortunately, I’ve had a lot
of guys that pitch and hit, so I
know that rule like the back of
my hand,” Finwood said. “We
knew what we were doing was
fine. We might have been the
only ones at one point, but they
figured it out.”
The Toppers (20-7) took a
4-0 lead into the third inning,
but Bisons freshman right fielder
Antonio Butler hit a two-run
home run to cut the lead in half.
Finwood came on the field to
argue the home run, saying that
Butler had passed junior catcher
Jay Moreland on the base path,
negating one of the runs, but the
officials allowed the runs to stand.
The win was Western’s 12th in
a row at home and fifth straight.

“When other teams come in,
they see how well we’re playing
at home,” junior first baseman
Jake Wells said. “I think there’s
maybe sort of the intimidation
factor when they come to our
place, which helps a lot.”
The Toppers hope to carry
their success on the road when
they meet Florida International
in a three-game series beginning
Friday in Miami, Fla.
FIU is third in the Sun Belt
Conference standings with a 6-3
conference record, while the
Toppers are 8-1 and in second
place.
“They’re playing a lot better
than they were a year ago,”
Paxson said, “but I think at the
same time, no matter where it
is, we’re the team to go get this
year.”

today, especially as we get
into scrimmage situations,”
coach David Elson said.
“For some of the younger
quarterbacks the transition to
first-year offensive coordinator
Walter Wells’ new offense may
be challenging, but Wells has
been a coach the whole time
Smith has been at Western, so
they have already gotten close.
We
have
a
great
relationship,” he said. “He is
a great coach, and so far, the
plan he has put together is
a great plan for us and our
personnel.”

After the first practice,
Elson said he had noticed the
play of Smith and sophomore
Kawaun Jakes above the rest
of the quarterbacks, but spring
practice is far from over.
“We’ve got five good guys
— everybody is competing,”
Smith said. “We are competing,
but we are still trying to get
used to the offense.”
Smith and the rest of the
Toppers had their first practice
in pads on Wednesday and
will practice again on Friday
before the first scrimmage on
Saturday.

Continued

from sports page

Western proved it’s worthy
of the contender title this
season, making its second
straight trip to the second round
of the NCAA tournament.
Nearly everything about the
season was a feel-good story.
And you can’t help but
think that “Big Blue Impatient
Nation” didn’t take notice.
Now, the university finds
itself under some potential
scrutiny from the rest of the
state for its ludicrous moves
last week.
In the midst of America’s
worst financial times since
the Great Depression, the
cash-strapped state’s largest
university potentially just sent
a man who “wasn’t the right
fit” out of town with a $6

Reed

Continued

from sports page

Perry said that Reed was
quiet but still a leader for the
Lady Toppers.
“Even though she is a little
older and a red-shirt junior here
at Western, she’s still not very
vocal just by nature,” Perry
said. “She is more of a leader
by example. She leads with the
way she plays on the field and
the way she approaches the
game.”
Off the field, Reed enjoys
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million check.
Something tells me he’s
wearing his best Billy-grin
right now.
Presumably Kentucky has
either the revenue or boosters
to cover the buyout, but on
top of that, they just signed a
contract to make Calipari the
highest-paid coach in college
basketball.
Kentucky is known for
being a somewhat backwards
state. Things just really got
flipped.
Sure, Gillispie didn’t win
enough for the fan-base to be
happy, but you also have to
think that when UK fans woke
up a couple weeks ago to the
face of Matt Maresca on the
front page of the USA Today,
it didn’t heal any wounds.
As Kentucky scrambles to
find a winner, Western sits the
prettiest it has in quite some
time.
And as Western’s fortunes

continue to increase, now is
the time for them to improve
even further as Kentucky
continues to find a way back
into the NCAA tournament.
A fan in Lexington was
wearing a T-shirt saying, “Envy
our past. Fear our future.”
Once again, Wildcat fans are
enthusiastic as ever about their
Kentucky basketball.
The playing field in college
basketball is leveling, and
what’s happening in Diddle
Arena is proving you don’t
need the biggest budget or the
biggest names.
There are bound to me more
sleepless nights in Lexington
until Calipari returns the
Wildcats to the Promised
Land.
And for that matter,
Western can lose sleep, too —
purely in anticipation of how
good things could get for the
Toppers in the coming years
at the rate Western is going.

cooking food, especially if it
is Cajun food from her native
state of Louisiana.
“I know that she likes to
cook,” junior Shannon Smith
said. “Her favorite stuff is like
jambalaya and definitely other
Cajun stuff. Her and Brittney
(Perry) are both from Louisiana,
and they always have meals.”
Sophomore Brittney Perry
said that Reed is a big fan of
eggs.
“She loves eggs and rice,”
Perry said. “She can eat it any
time of the day. She just likes
eggs. She eats egg sandwiches
and eggs and rice.”

Perry also said that Reed is
a fun roommate and that their
relationship has grown off the
field.
“It’s pretty fun. We have
a lot of good times together,”
Perry said. “I’ve known Brooke
since my junior year in high
school, and we never really
talked to each other. Since
we have moved in together,
we have become really close
friends.”
Reed and the rest of the Lady
Toppers will host Evansville
in a doubleheader at 5 p.m.
today at the WKU Softball
Complex.
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BASEBALL

Kentucky’s
chaos could be
Western’s gain
Backpage
Banter
Andrew Robinson
Yesterday morning when
John Calipari was introduced
as the 22nd coach at Kentucky,
it ended five days of rumors,
speculation and laughter.
Yes, laughter.
A couple hundred miles
away, how could you not kind
of chuckle at what was happening at college basketball’s
program?
It started on Friday when
former coach Billy Gillispie
was literally run out of town.
Did anyone catch reporter Alan
Cutler doing his best to keep
pace with Gillispie? Add it to
the list of classics to come out
of Lexington this weekend.
Throw in “door-watch,” and
“gate-watch,” and you’ve got
a full-blown circus, if Western
Athletics Director Wood Selig
and President Gary Ransdell
aren’t sharing a good chuckle
about, well, then loosen up,
boys.
See CHAOS,

page
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Luke Sharrett/Herald

Junior infielder Matt Payton turns for the double play after forcing Lipscomb freshman M.L. Williams out at second base. The Hilltoppers
defeated the Lipscomb Bisons 10-6 during Wednesday evening’s home game at Denes field.

10 for 100

SOFTBALL

Reed follows
Perry to Western
Music ranging from Fuel,
Jadakiss and Rascal Flatts is on
the playlist of junior shortstop
Brooke Reed.
Off the field, Reed has had
to deal with a transition that is
about as diverse as her playlist.
Even though it’s her junior
year, Reed is experiencing her
first full competitive season at
Western. Reed transfered from
Birmingham Southern last year
after an injury.
What brought her to Western
was the same thing that sparked
her to go to Birmingham
Southern, an opportunity to
play under
coach Tyra
Perry.
“It was
basically
based on
playing
for coach
P e r r y
again,”
Reed said.
Brooke Reed
“I
love
playing for her. Being a player
under her, she helps me become
a better player and a person on
and off the field. I have learned
so much from her.”
Perry
previously
led
Birmingham Southern which is
where she recruited Reed as a
high schooler.
“Coach Perry was one of the
first coaches to start recruiting
me when I was in high school,”
Reed said. “For some reason,
I had this feeling like I knew
I could play for her, be happy,
be content and reach my full
potential.”
See REED,

page
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Toppers continue home-winning streak

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
Chris Finwood’s 194th game at Western
included a controversial home run call, 11
different pitchers and an unlikely hero, but
he couldn’t have been more pleased with
the result.
Western’s 10-6 victory over Lipscomb
was Finwood’s 100th while at Western.
“Obviously, the hundred’s a milestone,
and I’m happy to have gotten it here,” he

said. “I just like this group of guys. They’re
just battling, battling. It’s a fun group to be
around.”
Senior designated hitter J.B. Paxson
almost single-handedly ensured Finwood’s
milestone victory, going two-for-two with
two walks, two runs and four runs batted in
on the night.
But Paxson didn’t limit his contributions to the offensive end, allowing only
one hit in 1.2 shutout innings of pitching
relief.

See STREAK,

page
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FOOTBALL

Smith brings experience
to quarterback race

MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com
Western’s most experienced
quarterback this spring has
thrown 35 total career passes.
But senior quarterback
Brandon Smith is taking it in
stride as he gets the chance to
prove he is capable of starting
for the Toppers.
“It’s a little different being
the oldest one,” Smith said.
“Not only do you have to take
care of yourself, but you have
to help (the younger quarterbacks) along and show them
the things to do.”
A few years ago Smith was
that young quarterback, being
mentored by former Topper

GET INSIDE THE GAME

Justin Haddix. Haddix is second all-time for Western with
7,921 passing yards.
“I learned a lot from him,
not necessarily football wise,
but intangibles and things like
that,” Smith said.
Smith has some accolades
of his own, but at the high
school level. Starting for three
years at Boyle County High
School, Smith ranks in the
top-five all-time in Kentucky
in touchdowns (116) and passing yards (8,796).
But in his years at Western,
Smith has been buried behind
Haddix, KJ Black and David
Wolke on the depth chart.
See SMITH,

page
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Paxson, who usually sees time as
Western’s catcher, struck out three of the
seven Bisons he faced.
“It was all about me coming out and
throwing strikes, and I was happy to do
that,” he said.
Paxson came into the game in the fifth
inning with the score tied at five and two runners on base, allowing one run before ending
the inning with two groundouts.

LANCE BOOTH/Herald

Junior quarterback Brandon Smith moves against Troy defenseman Bear Woods during a game last
season. Smith is the top contender among five candidates up for the starting quarterback position
next fall.

WORTH NOTING

MENDEZ-VALDEZ HONORED
Senior men’s basketball player Orlando
Mendez-Valdez was selected as an honorable
mention all-American on the Associated Press
all-American team.
Mendez-Valdez averaged 14.2 points per
game this season, while becoming the first
player to make 100 three-pointers in a season.
He also recorded the first known triple-double
in school history.
Mendez-Valdez was also selected to play in
the Hershey’s College All-Star Game tomorrow
in Detroit, Mich.

SOFTBALL
Western beat Tennessee Tech 3-0 on
Thursday night. The Lady Toppers improved
to 18-11 this season. Junior first baseman
Lindsay Antone went 1-2 and scored two
runs.
Senior pitcher Ryan Rogge pitched a complete game, giving up four hits, striking out
seven and allowing no runs.

STUDENT NEWS. FACULTY NEWS. ALUMNI NEWS. ALL NEWS. YOUR NEWS.
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